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We have absolute confidence in your judgment, and give you
fullest discretion to use forces at your disposal for accomplishment
of above main objects.
We are prepared to give you any further assistance in our power
which you may desire either by despatch of troops to Suakim or
in any other manner you indicate.
1167                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram}                                                         6th Feb. 1885.
I have telegraphed to Lord Hartington1 my entire approval of
Telegram ; but have strongly impressed on him the imperative
necessity for leaving Lord Wolseley wholly unfettered.
1168  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. February j. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone reports . . . that the Cabinet met today to
consider Lord Wolseley's telegram in reply to theirs of yesterday
and found from it that it was necessary for them to enter further
into the consideration of the policy requisite to be pursued upon
the fall or betrayal of Khartoum, so far as the present state of
facts would enable them, in order to place the British General in a
position to determine fully on his military measures. They arrived
upon full consideration at the conclusion expressed in the tele-
gram of which a copy is inclosed.
The Cabinet held some conversation on the subject of employ-
ing Indian Troops in the Soudan. They see several objections to
such a measure, and would be reluctant to advise resort to it
except in case of necessity, which does not at present appear to
have arisen. . . .
1169  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
Feb. 9. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone . * . reports to Your Majesty that the Cabinet
today considered the military requisitions of Lord Wolseley for
Indian and other troops ; and approved of the proposals of Lord
Hartington and Lord Kimberley2 thereupon. They also thought
that Lord Wolseley should be consulted as to the choice of a
commander for the expedition to Suakim.
1 Secretary for War.                                        2 Secretary for India.